Prognostic factors in primary central nervous system lymphomas.
Efforts to identify survival predictors in primary central nervous system lymphoma (PCNSL) have produced isolated, unconfirmed observations in small retrospective and prospective series. Age and performance status are two unanimously accepted prognostic factors. These and other independent predictors of survival were used by the International Extranodal Lymphoma Study Group (IELSG) to establish a prognostic scoring system able to distinguish risk groups in PCNSL. The IELSG score will improve further with better knowledge of these malignancies, especially with the inclusion of molecular and pharmacogenetic variables able to identify lymphomas with different chemosensitivities or degrees of aggressiveness. In the years ahead, a well-established prognostic score will allow the separation of patients into risk groups, which could result in the application of risk-tailored therapeutic strategies.